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those for which the disposition is per-
manent on SF 115s, Request for Records
Disposition Authority, approved by
NARA on or after May 14, 1973.

Recordkeeping requirements means all
statements, in statutes, regulations,
and agency directives or authoritative
issuances, providing general and spe-
cific guidance for Federal agency per-
sonnel on particular records to be cre-
ated and maintained by the agency.

Recordkeeping system is a manual or
automated system in which records are
collected, organized, and categorized to
facilitate their preservation, retrieval,
use, and disposition.

Records include all books, papers,
maps, photographs, machine readable
materials, or other documentary mate-
rials, regardless of physical form or
characteristics, made or received by an
agency of the United States Govern-
ment under Federal law or in connec-
tion with the transaction of public
business and preserved or appropriate
for preservation by that agency or its
legitimate successor as evidence of the
organization, functions, policies, deci-
sions, procedures, operations or other
activities of the Government or be-
cause of the informational value of the
data in them (44 U.S.C. 3301).

Records maintenance and use, as used
in subchapter B, means any activity in-
volving location of records of a Federal
agency or the storage, retrieval, and
handling of records kept at office file
locations by or for a Federal agency.

Records management, as used in sub-
chapter B, means the planning, con-
trolling, directing, organizing, train-
ing, promoting, and other managerial
activities involved with respect to
records creation, records maintenance
and use, and records disposition in
order to achieve adequate and proper
documentation of the policies and
transactions of the Federal Govern-
ment and effective and economical
management of agency operations.

Records schedule or schedule means
(a) An SF 115, Request for Records

Disposition Authority, that has been
approved by NARA to authorize the
disposition of Federal records;

(b) A General Records Schedule
(GRS) issued by NARA; or

(c) A printed agency manual or direc-
tive containing the records descrip-

tions and disposition instructions ap-
proved by NARA on one or more SF
115s or issued by NARA in the GRS.
(See also the definition Comprehensive
schedule.)

Series means file units or documents
arranged according to a filing system
or kept together because they relate to
a particular subject or function, result
from the same activity, document a
specific kind of transaction, take a par-
ticular physical form, or have some
other relationship arising out of their
creation, receipt, or use, such as re-
strictions on access and use. Also
called a records series.

Temporary records. A temporary
record is any record which has been de-
termined by the Archivist of the
United States to have insufficient
value (on the basis of current stand-
ards) to warrant its preservation by
the National Archives and Records Ad-
ministration. This determination may
take the form of:

(a) A series of records designated as
disposable in an agency records disposi-
tion schedule approved by NARA
(Standard Form 115, Request for
Records Disposition Authority); or

(b) A series of records designated as
disposable in a General Records Sched-
ule.

Unscheduled records are records the
final disposition of which has not been
approved by NARA. Unscheduled
records are those that have not been
included on a Standard Form 115, Re-
quest for Records Disposition Author-
ity, approved by NARA; those de-
scribed but not authorized for disposal
on an SF 115 approved prior to May 14,
1973; and those described on an SF 115
but not approved by NARA (withdrawn,
canceled, or disapproved).

[45 FR 5705, Jan. 24, 1980 and 50 FR 26931,
26933, June 28, 1985, as amended at 52 FR
34134, Sept. 9, 1987; 55 FR 27423, 27427, July 2,
1990; 57 FR 19807, May 8, 1992; 59 FR 28783,
June 3, 1994; 60 FR 44639, Aug. 28, 1995]

§ 1220.16 Reports to the Congress and
the Director of the Office of Man-
agement and Budget.

Under 44 U.S.C. 2904(c)(8), the Archi-
vist of the United States is required to
report to Congress and the Office of
Management and Budget annually on
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the results of records management ac-
tivities, including evaluations of re-
sponses by Federal agencies to any rec-
ommendations resulting from studies
or inspections conducted by NARA.

§ 1220.18 Inspection of records subject
to the Privacy Act of 1974.

In accordance with 44 U.S.C. 2906,
when NARA inspects an agency record
which is contained in a system of
records subject to the Privacy Act of
1974 (5 U.S.C. 552a), the records shall be
maintained by the Archivist or his des-
ignee as a record contained in a system
of records or considered to be a record
contained in a system of records for
the purposes of subsections (b), (c), and
(i) of section 552a of title 5.

Subpart B—Agency Records
Management Programs

§ 1220.30 Authority.
Section 3101 of title 44 U.S.C. requires

the head of each Federal agency to
make and preserve records containing
adequate and proper documentation of
the organization, functions, policies,
decisions, procedures and essential
transactions of the agency and de-
signed to furnish the information nec-
essary to protect the legal and finan-
cial rights of the Government and of
persons directly affected by the agen-
cy’s activities.

§ 1220.32 Program content.
Agency programs shall, among other

things, provide for:
(a) Cooperation with NARA in devel-

oping and applying standards, proce-
dures, and techniques designed to im-
prove the management of records, pro-
mote the maintenance and security of
records deemed appropriate for perma-
nent preservation, and facilitate the
segregation and disposal of temporary
records.

(b) Compliance with sections 2101–
2117, 2501–2507, 2901–2909, 3101–3107, and
3301–3314 of title 44 U.S.C. and with
NARA regulations issued in title 36 of
the Code of Federal Regulations.

§ 1220.34 Creation of records.
Adequate records management con-

trols over the creation of Federal agen-
cy records shall be instituted to ensure

that agency functions are adequately
and properly documented. Federal
agencies shall also comply with GSA
regulations on creation of records
found in 41 CFR part 201-9.

[57 FR 19807, May 8, 1992]

§ 1220.36 Maintenance and use of
records.

Adequate records management con-
trols over the maintenance and use of
records shall be instituted to ensure
that permanent records can be located
when needed and that they are pre-
served for eventual transfer to the Na-
tional Archives of the United States.
Agencies shall also be in compliance
with GSA regulations on the mainte-
nance and use of records found in 41
CFR part 201-9.

[57 FR 19807, May 8, 1992]

§ 1220.38 Disposition of records.

Provision shall be made to ensure
that permanent records are preserved
but that records no longer of current
use to an agency are promptly disposed
of or retired. Effective techniques for
the accomplishment of these ends are
the development of records disposition
schedules; the transfer of records to
records centers and the National Ar-
chives of the United States; the conver-
sion of the information to other media;
and the disposal of valueless records.
Disposition of any records requires the
approval of the Archivist of the United
States (see part 1228 of this chapter).

§ 1220.40 Liaison offices.

An office or offices within each Fed-
eral agency shall be assigned responsi-
bility for the development of the
records management program required
by this part. The office to which re-
sponsibility is assigned shall be re-
ported to the NARA, Life Cycle Man-
agement Division (NWML), 8601
Adelphi Rd., College Park, MD 20740–
6001. The name, title, and telephone
number of the official or officials au-
thorized by the head of the agency to
approve records disposition schedules
and transfers of records to the custody
of the National Archives shall also be
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